
Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Adams   Described in: 2002, updates in 2003, 2005, 2006, 2008 
 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

Approximately 3146 ft elevation.  After long steep part, trail curves left.  Long flat rock to 

sit on.  1 flag in small spruce. 

 

0577784 m E x 4881820 m N 

44.0854°N, 74.0284°W 

 

 

2 

 

About 200ô south of rock face on steep uphill at about 3277 ft elevation.  Birch w/trail 

marker on left.  1 flag in sm. spruce. 

 

0577822 m E x 4881875 m N 

44.0859°N, 74.0279°W 

 

3 

 

Just above rock face where small trail veers to the right. About 3438 ft elevation. 

 

0577894 m E x 4881956 m N 

44.0866°N, 74.0270°W 

 

4 

 

Follow flags east from fire tower east about 300' to edge of cliff. Approximately 3527 ft 

elevation.   

 

0577966 m E x 4882021 m N 

44.0872°N, 74.0261°W 

 

5 

 

About 300' west of fire tower at edge of blowdown & state helicopter drop site. 

Approximately 3427 ft elevation.   

 

0578036 m E x 4881921 m N 

44.0863°N, 74.0253°W  



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Ampersand      Described in: 2002 
 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

 

At tip-top of Ampersand Mountain ï at survey marker. 

2 

 

At local high point.  Moving from point 1 and traveling down, then slightly up.  After slight 

trail fork.  7 steps shy of birch growing in the middle of the path.  Birch has red trail marker. 

3 

After huge boulder on left as descending.  Pass cave and continue about 70 m to small open 

fern glade between another boulder and rock outcrop.   

 

 

4 

 

On 30-foot exposed rock in the middle of trail.  Great view.  Conifer 10 steps below in the 

middle of trail, 20 feet lower than conifer above with trail marker. 

5 

 

 

Steep, wide trail section.  Trees with exposed roots.  On E of trail exposed rock slab with 

conifers growing atop ï about 40 ft. below that rock is listening point.  Also about 15 steps 

above last rock ñstaircase.ò  Also about 40 ft. below large (2-ft diameter) birch growing in 

the middle of the trail.   



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route: Balsam               Described in: 2002 
 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

Many large fungi growing on a tree in the middle of path.  250 m below 3500ô 

 

2 

 

 A flat area above 3500ô that resembles an apple orchard. 

3 

 

Summit of balsam. 

4 

 

The only overlook that views Big Indian and beyond. 

5 

 

The end of the ridge of balsam facing north, which was made up of a small meadow. 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Balsam Lake              Described in: 2001, updates in 2003 

 
 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

At crest of small rise, 50 paces from 3500ô elevation marker 

 

N 42.15111  

W 74.77833 

 

2 

 

 

Junction of yellow & red trails 

 

N 42.18361 

W 74.77472 

 

3 

 

Area of dense conifer after last significant rise to summit.   

 

Slightly open area with ancient gnarled snag on left. 

 

N 42.22694 

W 74.77083 

 

4 

 

 

Area of dense conifer on straight run of trail beyond old firewatcherôs shack.   

 

150 paces from firewatcherôs shack, where small intermittent runoff/stream crosses trail. 

 

N 42.24167 

W 74.74667 

 

5 

 

Above 2
nd

 steep descent after flat area following first significant descent. 

 

N 42.25611 

W 74.69944 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Bear Den              Described in: 2002 

 
 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

Red trail marker on large birch on right. Large boulder with small conifer growing on top 10 

paces into the woods on right in a perpendicular line with the birch to the trail. This point is 

just above a spot in the trail where the trail is eroded to bare rock. 

 

2 

 

 

Two large boulders on right. Boulders are mostly free of moss or lichen. The larger, more 

uphill boulder has 2 horizontal gouges in its front face.  

 

3 

 

Top of Bear Den Mtn, between the two trail signs. 

 

 

 

4 

 

At trail marker on large birch on left. On left, just off trail is a very large moss-covered glacial 

erratic. This point is approximately 350 paces from point 3. 

 

 

5 

 

The trail climbs 35 paces from a flat, low elevation area. Just as the knoll is crested, there are 

old blow downs on the left and right. Straight ahead is a trail marker and a new blow down 

with a trail re-route. This point is between the old and new blow down. 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
Survey Route:  Big Crow    Described in: 2002, updated 2006, 2007 

 

Notes: The herd path from big crow's summit to survey point #2 is newly blocked by a fallen tree. It is 

possible to walk around. This route is spread out across 3 high points in a ridge. Getting to all survey points 

in close to 2 hours requires strong knees (for the elevation changes) and serious rushing between points. 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
Trail from Big Crow to Soda Range dips into small col.  

Climbing steeply from col and across ledges back into 

woods.  Trail edges top of 40ô x 40ô south-sloping clearing.  

Clearing lichen, fern bordered by spruce-fir.  Station 1 at 

rock as clearing is entered. 

44.16153 N         73.44332 W 

Photo taken facing W from point 

 

2 

NE side of summit of Big Crow.  From cairns leading west 

and north along open ledges, turn right (faint trail) to back 

of summit area.  Isolated spruce in ledges covered with 

moss and lichen.  Borders to N & E are dense spruce-fir.  

This spot is E of main traffic area on summit.          

44.15996 N           73.44397 W 

Photo taken facing W from point 

  

3 

Steep descent from summit, approximately ¾ to bottom of 

col between Big and Little Crow.  Trail swings to N edge of 

ridge before looping S.  Station is open spot with view of 

Whiteface and north.  Beyond trail N, clearings with moss 

and lichen (on ledge) visible. 

 

Photo taken facing E from point 

 

4 

South ridge of Little Crow.  Blowdown and turned stumps 

on N edge of trail, S falls away to ledges.  Trail winds 

through thick deciduous understory, station at rock step up 

to more open ledge beyond to W.      

 

Photo taken facing E from point 

 

5 

Take right, N spur of marked trail to large rock cairn 

summit of Little Crow.  Continue W to top of open ledge 

sloping W.  Spruce-fir borders open ledge area, thick.   

 

Photo taken facing W from point 

 

 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route: Big Slide                       Described in: 2003 

 

Coordinates in UTM NAD 83, accuracy +/- 10ô to 40ô 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
Summit of unnamed peak sometimes referred to as Third Brother.  Open rock ledge on south 

side of trail with view of the Great Range.  Opposite the former tent site on summit. 

 

0591781 m E 

4893289 m N 

2 

Proceed west on trail down slope through white birch stand to a point on the trail with a large 

rock on south with an overhang resembling a shelter. 

 

0591639 m E 

4893253 m N 

  

3 

Proceed west on trail over a wet area with log stringers (puncheon?) to second area with log 

stringers. 

 

0591373 m E 

4893151 m N 

 

 

4 

Proceed west on trail to where it starts uphill, pass a small mossy stream coming in from south 

and proceed another 100ô to round boulder in trail. 

 

0591078 m E 

4893127 m N 

5 

Proceed west on trail over permanent stream and another little stream coming in from North 

(log stringers) to a point with blowdown / clearing to north of trail.  This point is about 75ô 

east of a log across trail that rises up about 3ô. 

 

0590920 m E 

4892972 m N 

 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Blackhead    Described in: 2002, updated 2007 
 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

Forest cover type changes. Trail steep. 

 

42.26555556 N   

74.10238889 W 

 

 

2 

 

ñSò curve in trail. 

 

42.26638889 N 

74.10330556 W 

 

3 

 

Trail junction with blue and yellow trails. 

 

42.26775 N 

74.10469444 W 

 

4 

 

Right after boulder that forms ledge on west side of trail. 

 

42.2685 N 

74.10619444 W 

 

5 

 

Yellow trail markers on both sides of dead balsam snag. 

 

42.26952778 N 

74.10780556 W 

 

 



 

Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Blue Mt., NY              Described in: 2001 

 
 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

 

Fire tower on open rocky summit.  Perimeter 1-5m spruce/fir forest 

2 

 

Flat trail rock (bedrock) between 2 stretches of sloping bedrock; dense spruces (fir either side 

of trail).  Marked with cairn on R of trail 

3 

 

Trail sloping bedrock surrounded by up to 8m spruce/fir ï blowdown- lots of snags, spot 

marked by 3m fir snag leaning over trail just 50ô past 2 trees laying over trail ~3/4ô high 

(above trail) 

4 

 

Large step up form bed rock to flat telus; adjacent roots from stump projecting into trail.  Dead 

snag with ledge of trail (ascending).  Just past forest opening with view (l) of Blue Mtn & 

Museum.  Some white birch; mostly spruce/fir up to 10m.  Blowdowns/snags plentiful. 

 

 

5 

 

Dead route (4/5ò diameter) crossing extended steep bedrock slab (~125ô in length).  View of 

Blue Mountain Lake down trail from point. 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route: Catamount                        Described in: 2006 
 

 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

 

Summit of Catamount 

2 

 

 About 100 m along ridge from point 1 (too thick to go any further) 

3 

 

200 ft up the trail from the north edge of the saddle 

4 

 

False summit 

5 

 

At first cairn encountered on southwest facing ledge 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Colden      Described in: 2002 
 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
About 20-25 minutes past Lake Arnold, arrive at first 

boardwalk about 100ô past a 15ô steep rock face.  Ground has 

leveled out.  View toward Lake Placid. 

44.1301 N      73.9509 W 

View N 

 

2 

325 steps past point 1.  Steadily uphill.  1.5ô rock step.  A 5ô 

erratic boulder on R side of trail. View towards NE. 

44.1297 N      73.9531 W 

View N 

 

3 

~425 steps to top of second rise.  Trail is muddy.  First rise is 

N summit, open and bare.  Second rise is 3-5m spruce/fir.  

Large moss-covered boulder on L that forces trail to R.  

44.1291 N       73.9571 W 

View N 

  

4 

~ 300 steps.  Open spot just before Arctic vegetation signs. 

Spectacular views from NW (Algonquin) to E (Marcy).   

44.1278 N         73.9577 W 

View W 

 

5 

~ 350 steps to summit.   

44.1269 N       73.9600 W 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
Survey Route:  Cornell              Described in: 2001, updated in 2002 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
Cliff with Deep ñVò in rock cliff is ~25ô high         42.0026 N       74.3557 W 

View S  

2 

Summit clearing ~100 ft off main trail                    42.0013 N            74.3561 W 

View N  

3 

~250 steps from summit trail turnoff; second overlook from summit heading west; flat rock 

~10 ft x 5 ft in area just off trail; large conglomerate boulder sitting on flat area, bulder is ~3 ft 

high x 4 ft x 6 ft and 10 ft off trail            42.0016 N              74.3577 W 

View W  

4 

Proceed 300-350 steps from point 3 to steep, rocky section of trail (pt 4 in 2001 and 2002).  

New point 4 is 30-40 m past this section at downed rotting trunk and moss covered rock. 

42.0009 N          74.3596 W 

View E  

5 

Proceed about 40 m past old point 5 (where trail is highly eroded with 8ô section of exposed, 

slick rock.  There is an old log, approximately 2ô in diameter that runs along a 15ô length of 

the trail) to new point 5.   Here, large pointed boulder juts out into the path.  Across from 

jutting boulder, another large boulder supports a red spruce with buttressed roots. 

42.0018 N         74.3614 W 

View E  

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route: Crane                        Described in: 2003 
 
   

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
The trail becomes almost flat for a while after a short ladder (but well before the longone) and 

this point is at the base of the next steep uphill. 

2 

Trail leaves the overlooks and enters some short firs.  Point is at some exposed rock within the 

firs, before you get to an overturned root structure on right.  Trail marker on right has been 

reduced to a vertical strip on 2 nails. 

  

3 

Pass a red trail marker on left side of trail, ridge is uphill to the left, a small clearing where 

trail veers right and downhill and outlook trail goes left.  Muddy.  Crane Pond visible from 

outlook. 

 

4 

400 steps downward, forest turns deciduous, no other distinctive features. 

5 

 

400 more steps downward, white birch (left) with exposed roots in the middle of the whole 

trail is about the halfway point.  Dead 7ô-8ô tall birch stump on right at this point. 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route: Debar                        Described in: 2003, updated 2007 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

Deep drop-off prior to point.  Older spruce and some small brush 

trees along ridgeline from point 2.  Basketball-sized rock at base of 

tree. 

 

N 44°  36ô  18.5ò 

W 74° 13ô  05ò 

2 

Old fire tower site ï open rock at summit of Debar 

Mountain. 

 

N 44°  36ô  12.3ò 

W 74° 13ô  13.8ò 

3 

 

 

Steep section of trail, just below hard left in trail as one is 

descending from top. 

 

N 44°  36ô  08.3ò 

W 74° 13ô  21.7ò 

4 

 

Deciduous area dominated by maple and birch.  3 stones on 

SW of trail and a yellow birch tree split by lightning. 

 

N 44°  36ô  06.9ò 

W 74° 13ô  30.5ò 

5 

 

Adjacent to old fire ranger cabin site.  Small open field. 

 

N 44°  36ô  02.0ò 

W 74° 13ô  40.1ò 

 



Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 
 

Survey Route:  Eagle      Described in: 2002 
 

 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
 

On Biscuit Brook-Pine Hill Trail (Pine Hill-West Branch Trail) approximately 250 m N of 

trailôs high point on Eagle Mountain (point 2).  Large 1m diameter boulder 2m W off trail. 

 

N 42Á 03.800                             18T 0540921                    elevation 1094m/3604ô 

W 74° 30.322                                    4656929 

2 

 

Junction Biscuit Brook-Pine Hill Trail and unmarked trail at high point of Biscuit Brook- 

Pine Hill Trail on Eagle Mountain. 

 

N 42Á 03.708                             18T 0540816                    elevation 1114m/3620ô 

W 74° 30.402                                    4656759 

3 

 

3500ô elevation sign on Biscuit Brook-Pine Hill Trail S of Eagle Mountain summit 

 

N 42Á 03.597                             18T 0540898                    elevation 1087m/3568ô 

W 74° 30.345                                    4656549   

4 

 

2ô tall dirt pile (old tree tip-up) w/ cluster of yellow birches on top.  About 7 m W of large 

fallen log across faint trail heading W from point 2. 

 

N 42Á 03.704                             18T 0540578                    elevation 1123m/3680ô 

W 74° 30.572                                    4656751   

5 

 

On faint trail approximately 5 m S of 1-ft diameter single-trunk yellow birch.  Point 5 is 

about 290 steps from point 4 on a bearing of 296 magnetic. 

 

N 42° 03.724                             18T 0540363                    elevation 1117m/3662ô 

W 74° 30.730                                   4656780 

 



 Mountain Birdwatch Point Location Form 

Survey Route:  Esther      Described in: 2002 
 

Point No. Location Description  

1 
Exposed bedrock summit of Esther Mountain. 

UTM Zone 18, NAD 1927     588402 m E       4915259 m N 

 

2 

Flat section of trail downhill from summit.  Broken rock ñwallò to east ending with a 

perched, pointy boulder. 

UTM Zone 18, NAD 1927     588345 m E          4915023 m N 

View 328 degrees 

 

3 

Exposed bedrock spot with amazing view of the Great Range. 

UTM Zone 18, NAD 1927                  588383 m E           4914722 m N 

View 132 degrees 

 

4 

North side of small wetland in col between Esther and Lookout Mtns. 

UTM Zone 18, NAD 1927          588335 m E            4914432 m N 

View 12 degrees 

 

5 

ñSummitò of Lookout Mountain.  Open rock area right on trail. 

UTM Zone 18, NAD 1927           588607 m E                4914251 m N 

View 58 degrees 

 


